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Offre de thèse avec contrat doctoral. Université de Caen Normandie 

From Visual Perception to Evidentiality in French: 
A Diachronic Corpus Analysis (1550-1800) 

 
(EVIDIA) 

 

Job information   

 Organisation / Entreprise Université de Caen Normandie 

 

 Research Field Humanities and social sciences 

 

 Researcher Profile First Stage Researcher (R1) 

 

 Country France 

 

 Application Deadline 10/05/2026 

 

 Type of Contract Temporary (3 years), from october 2026 

 

 Job Status Full time 

 

 
Is the Job funded through the UE 
Research Framework Programme ? 

NO 

 

 
Is the Job related to staff position 
within a Research Infrastructure ? 

 
NO 

 

Offer 
description 

  

 
Doctoral project 
description  

Project description 
The EVIDIA project focuses on expressions that originally come 

from sensory perception. Over time, these expressions often develop 

non-perceptual meanings, as in the case of the English verb “see”, 

which has acquired the meaning of “understand” (cf. Sweetser 1990). 

This study examines markers derived from visual perception that 
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indicate the source of information — so-called “evidential markers,” 

such as il semble que, apparemment, il est visible que, and others. 

The thesis explores how these diverse structures — impersonal 

constructions and adverbs — evolved during a pivotal period in 

French (mid-16th to 18th century) before stabilizing as evidential 

markers in Modern French. It draws on a corpus of diverse texts, 

covering multiple genres over a period of 250 years. Each expression 

is analyzed in its broader context, allowing us to study its usage 

through both quantitative and qualitative methods. 

The research adopts three complementary perspectives. First, it will 

investigate how evidential constructions developed syntactically and 

semantically by identifying the transitional contexts that enabled 

this change. Next, it will inquire the role of texts combining features 

from different discursive traditions. These include, for example, 

correspondences and long narrative texts that combine narrative 

sequences with argumentative passages. In such texts, the same 

speaker may adopt different enunciative perspectives. Finally, it will 

examine the pace of change and how it became integrated into usage 

by studying authors who wrote throughout their lives and tracing the 

evolution of their style across different textual genres. 
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 Salary placement 2300 € / month 

Requirements   

 Admission requirements Holding a Master’s Degree 

   

 Eligibility 

Subject to the acceptance of the head of the 
institution, on the proposal of the ED director 
after consultation with the director of the 
research team and the thesis supervisor 

   

Application   

  

 
A complete application must contain : 
 
(1) A personal letter with a brief description of 

your research interests and motivation  
 

(2) A curriculum vitae (CV) 
 

(3) Certified copies of grades, diplomas, and 
documentation of completed academic 
courses  

 
(4) Contact information for two references 

 

Work location  
 
Université de Caen (Normandy, France) 
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Where to apply  
 
Ed558.nh@unicaen.fr 
 

   

Contact 
Adeline Patard 
Mathieu Goux 

 
adeline.patard@unicaen.fr 
mathieu.goux@unicaen.fr 
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